August 3, 2024
History of the LCRCC Flying Field

As many of us may know, the club began with a simple purpose. To build and fly radio control
planes.

From what we can gather from our archives, the club was founded in 1957 and called the
Ohming Pidgeons. We think it's a play on words...the HOMING PIDGEONS.

At one point a field was out near Lincoln Highway, close to the Armstrong corporate complex.

It is here that radio interference was causing havoc with the pilots. From documents in the
archives, we can guess that Armstrong was using a radio frequency to talk to the downtown
plant. That radio frequency was causing planes to crash.

So the club began to look for a new field to fly.

On September 19, 1984, the club put forward a proposal to the Lancaster County Parks Board.
It seems some land would be available for flying in the Lancaster County Park. The park is off of
Duke Street, south of Lancaster. It is home of the famous Rockford Plantation.

An area of only 450 feet by 150 feet was requested by the club.

That proposal is shown below.
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To give some perspective, this is the area in 2024. Just north of the Rockford Plantation.



I’'m sure in 1984, the amount of trees and overgrowth was not as much as today. But still, it
was a rather small piece of land. And...for the time, mostly control line planes and gas planes
were flown. Electric planes didn’t even exist yet.

This hobby was important enough to get coverage in the Lancaster Newspaper on October 18,
1984.
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On March 21, 1985 a final vote was to happen for the approval of the flying field.
It seemed to be a ‘done deal’, except a board member changed his mind. The newspaper
article describes the ‘heated’ discussions that occurred.




On June 20, 1985 club members found the ‘unfinished legislative route 1124’ in Lancaster
County. We now affectionally know it as ‘The Goat Path’, since the local Amish farmers allowed
their goats and cows to graze on portions of the unfinished roadway.

On November 15, 1985, an agreement between the LCRCC and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania was signed.

That summer on June 24, 1985 the Lancaster Intelligencer Journal did a story on our new home.

The club has made many improvements over the years, filling in swails, adding top soil, adding a
clubhouse with solar panels for charging. Shaded areas for the pits, a refrigerator, port-a-potty
and even our own garage for our mower and maintenance equipment. We were fortunate to
receive a professional security camera that allows members to look at the field, see who is
there and view the conditions on the field.

And as a famous radio personality, Paul Harvey used to say at the end of his broadcasts, “Now
you know the REST of the story”.

| wonder what the original club members would think of all we have done to continue enjoying
the hobby we love. That little piece of land in the Lancaster County Park would never have
been able to provide the area we need for our EDF jets, drones, helicopters and even turbine
models !!

| can only imagine what the club will look like in 50 years from now, and what those members
will be flying !

Best Regards,

TR

Kevin Martorana
Director of Communications
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Intelligencer Journal photos by Marschka

Lee Shaeffer hand launches his “Wildcard” radio-controlled ~ been converted to an airstrip for model planes. Test pilot, Bill
sport plane on the unfinished Route 23 “goat path,” which has - Kametz, in background, mans the controls. A

Route 23 Goat Path Becomes
Landing“:,s“ trip

> !,_"_‘ By Paul Bomberger
Intelligenéer Journal Staff
- The unfinished stretch of
Route 23 — known as the ‘“‘goat
path” and destined ‘to be an ex-
rres;way some day — is now the
anding strip for radio-controlled

airplanes.
. The Lancaster County Radio

Contral Club received permission
from the State Department of
Transportation to lease a section
of the unfinished Route 23 ex-
ressway off Hartman Station
ad in Upper Leacock Town-
ship, for its new airstrip, April 11.
 This came just one month
after the Lanc; County Park
Board voted 4-3 to reject a pro-
Egsed airstrip for the county's
ntral Park.

Ironically, Transportation
Secretary Thomas E. Larson in
January said that building a com-
bined Route 23/30 — the number
one item on Lancaster County's
highway wish list — would be
“*kind of like flying backwards to
the moon in a Piper Cub."”

. Weather permitting, many of
the approximately 75 members of
the model club, will spend the
- gs flying their
radio-controlled planes on the -

goat path.

~ “Its interesting to fly and do
~ new things with your plane as yoi
- improve,” according to Jobn F. ; R

Stone, of Columbia. Stone began 4 3
- flying due to the persistence of ;

son, John P. Stone, who at 1 g
years old is the youngest cl 7

member, o
" For about $200 dollars, one
~can purchase a radio, engine, and
~ Each club flyer must be li-
- ce and insured by the the
Wy«of Model Aeronautics
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